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VP debate: a 'homecoming'
BY JESSICA DAUES

The eyes of the world were on
Washington University Oct. 2
as it hosted the most anticipated vice presidential debate in
U.S. history. Tens of millions in the
United States and around the
world watched as Sen. Joe Biden of
Delaware and Gov. Sarah Palin of
Alaska squared off on stage in the
Field House in the University's
Athletic Complex.
The vice presidential debate
was Washington University's first.
The University previously hosted
presidential debates in 1992, 2000
and 2004.
Coming to Washington University "is a homecoming of the
most special kind" for the Commission on Presidential Debates
(CPD), said Janet Brown, CPD
executive director, in her opening
remarks before the 8 p.m. debate.
"This is a remarkable campus with
remarkable people."
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
echoed Brown's later comment,
attributing the success of the most
recent debate — the only vice
presidential showdown in 2008
— to the effort and patience of the
entire University community.
"It was a great privilege for us
to host the vice presidential debate
at Washington University," Wrighton said. "For the hundreds of
students, faculty and staff who
put in countless hours to make
this event a success, you have my
deepest appreciation.
"Washington University has
once again demonstrated that we
are an outstanding institution
because of the skills and dedication of the people who live, study
and work in our community," he
added.
Wrighton, along with Student
Union President Brittany Perez,
welcomed the debate audience to
the Field House, home of the
national champion women's volleyball and men's basketball teams.
The Field House was transformed
into a plush debate stage, garbed in
red carpet and presided over by a
large American eagle.
A few items betrayed the room's
usual purpose: the raised basketball hoops, hidden by lights and
scaffolding, and a dark scoreboard
as nonresponsive to the proceedings as the debate audience was
asked to be.
The 90-minute debate was
moderated by Gwen Ifill, managing editor of PBS' "Washington
Week" and senior correspondent
for "The NewsHour with Jim
Lehrer."
Each candidate stood at a podium under bright lights, while the
audience quietly sat in darkness,
instructed not to react to either of
the candidates' statements.
In answering Ifill's questions on
both foreign and domestic policy,
Palin, running mate of Republican
Sen. John McCain of Arizona, and
Biden, running mate of Democratic Sen. Barack Obama of
See Debate Page 11

The set on which Sen. Joe Biden and Gov. Sarah Palin debated was ail-American, from its red and blue
colors, to the eagle, to the American flag panels at both sides of the stage.

npiete debate
coverage inside
A University-record 432
students received tickets to
see the debate live. Page 2
The reason behind WUSTL's
debate success: a dedicated
team of faculty, staff and
student volunteers. Page 3
An unprecedented influx of
media descended on the
WUSTL campus during
debate week. Page 4
Go behind the scenes of
"Spin Alley," a frenzied
atmosphere of talking heads
and tape recorders. Page 5
You didn't have to be "inside"
to get insight. A variety of
remote viewing sites and
programs were available
throughout campus.
Page 8
Faculty members weigh in
about the content of the
debate — and pull no
punches. Page 9

Biden: "The middle class has gotten the short
end."

Palin: "We need a little bit of reality from Wasilla
Main Street."

Turning a gymnasium into a
studio-quality television stage
is no easy task. Page 12
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Record number of students witness debate in person
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

For most WUSTL students,
the opportunity to witness a
presidential or vice presidential debate live comes along once
in a college career, if they are
lucky.
For a University-record 432
students, that dream became
reality Oct. 2.
"You could feel the anticipation in the hall before the debate
started, and everyone seemed to
know this was a once-in-a-lifetime experience to see the political process up close," said freshman Alicia DiGiammarino.
As in past debates, the University received debate tickets
from the Commission on Presidential Debates (CPD). All tickets
received were made available to
students via a ticket lottery.
This time, that lottery was
more popular than at any other
WUSTL-hosted debate, with
7,942 undergraduate and graduate
students applying for tickets.
In contrast, 5,873 students
applied for tickets during the 2004
presidential debate and 183 got in.
"It was absolutely thrilling that
we were able to get so many students into the debate hall," said
Stephanie Kurtzman, director of
the Community Service Office
and associate director of the
Richard A. Gephardt Institute for
Public Service.
"The students were bursting
with excitement and were so
grateful for the opportunity. Many
students I didn't even know were
hugging me and thanking me, but
I was just the messenger of the
good news.
"This was really about the
generosity of the CPD in giving
so many tickets to Washington
University, and about the University's steadfast commitment to
putting students first and giving
them this experience of a lifetime.
"I am very proud to be among
colleagues who, at every turn,
made sure it was students who got
in the door," Kurtzman said.

Student lottery winners happily pose for a picture before the debate. A record 432 lucky students received debate tickets.
This year's ticket lottery drawing was held Sept. 26. A computer
program randomly chose the
lottery order, and later that day
the students who entered the
lottery were informed of their
status via e-mail. The top 512 were
contacted, with 432 ultimately
getting chosen.
Those who got in were amazed.
"Knowing I would get into the
debate was a remarkable feeling,"
said junior Yael Friedman. "I
knew that I would be part of an
historic event that is so crucial in
this upcoming election. I really
enjoyed seeing the debate live and
being surrounded by important
politicians.
"I was better able to focus on
the vice presidential candidates
and their political agendas,"
Friedman said.
Graduate student Bamidele
Otemuyiwa, who pulled No. 2 in
the lottery, agreed.
"I felt really lucky knowing that
I was going to get in," Otemuyiwa

said. "I could hardly believe my
luck that my name came out
second out of nearly 8,000 people.
Seeing the debate live was an
amazing experience.
"It was really interesting to see
the way the media handles the
showing of the debates, and sitting
on the floor with all the politicians
and talking to them added to what
was already a
great experience," Otemuyiwa
said.
Senior Frances Cole summed it
up best. "For one night,
Washington University was the
focus of all local, national and
even international media, and I
got to be at the epicenter of all the
action," Cole said. "I had a ticket
to history."
For the 2000 presidential debate at WUSTL, 100 students
initially received tickets into the
debate hall and about another
50 made it in at the last minute. In
1992, fewer than 100 students
witnessed the debate live.

I'm NO. 1! Megan Petra, second-year doctoral student in
social work, holds up her ticket after being drawn first in the
student ticket lottery. "I should have bought a Powerball ticket,
since it's apparently my lucky day," she said upon learning of
her selection. Afterward, she said: "It was very interesting to
see the debate live. I think the most exciting part of actually
being there was observing the crowd before the debate and
seeing things that most people didn't see on television."

Candidate stand-ins debate merits of dogs, cats, jelly
BY LESLIE MCCARTHY

A little over halfway into the
debate — a rousing discourse
characterized by hard-nosed,
back-and-forth banter between
two candidates — the moderator
paused, looked each person behind the podium in the eye, and
asked the big question:
"When it comes to making a
peanut butter-and-jelly sandwich,
do you use strawberry or grape?"
It wasn't the debate; it was a
practice debate a little more than
24 hours prior to the real one. The
moderator wasn't Gwen Ifill; it
was senior Lydia Beasley. And the
candidates weren't Joe Biden and
Sarah Palin; they were junior
Danny Gaynor and senior Julia
Latash, standing in so CNN — the
network providing the pool feed
for all television media covering
the debate — could check lights,
sound and camera angles.
Gaynor, a political science
major in Arts 8c Sciences from
Newton, Mass., and Latash, a
senior international studies major
in Arts & Sciences from Glenview,
111, stood under lights and took
questions from Beasley, a senior
biomedical engineering major, for
about an hour. Beasley asked
about everything from favorite
colors, to the statue on campus of
The Thinker, to the merits of the
new Danforth University Center.
The answer to the aforementioned PBJ question? "I only use
raspberry from Trader Joe's,"
Gaynor said with all seriousness

Senior Joe Cavanaugh (left) takes a question from junior Danielle Porter (center) as junior Madeline
Thoman waits to reply. It was the first of two rehearsals involving students Oct. 1.
as if he were discussing foreign
policy or the tax code. "It's natural
and sugar-free and good for you."
They debated, they sparred,
they gestured, they bantered
off-the-cuff for a better part of an
hour. "I like the merits of both
cats and dogs," Latash said when

asked to choose, skirting the
question like a seasoned
politician.
Afterward, they took turns
taking snapshots of each other
behind the lecterns on the stage
that the eyes of the world would
be upon the next night. "We didn't

really know we were going to
actually debate," Latash said. "It's
hard to be up there for that long. I
understand now what the candidates are going to be going
through."
Beasley had the job of thinking
up questions to keep the two

debating, and she delivered, keeping the format light and fun. "It
was hard to keep thinking of
questions," she said. "I was told to
stay away from anything
political."
All three said they had a new
appreciation for the process,
getting more comfortable with the
lights and seeing themselves on
TV monitors as the debate went
on. "I'm amazed by how small the
debate hall is," Latash said.
"Everything appears bigger on
TV!'
All three got the "job" as
stand-ins after answering an
e-mail sent to volunteers looking
for students with similar build,
skin tone, height — and glasses
— as the candidates. And they
weren't the only students getting
the opportunity to stand up on
stage.
Earlier in the day at another
stage rehearsal, Joe Cavanaugh, a
senior political science major
from Nyack, N.Y., stood in for
Biden; Madeline Thoman, a junior political science and environmental studies major, both in Arts
8c Sciences, from Cincinnati,
stood in for Palin; and Danielle
Porter, a junior biomedical engineering major from Scotch Plains,
N.J., took her seat in Mil's chair.
"I jumped on that e-mail right
away," Gaynor said. "If I had had
the chance to see this stage the
day before as a volunteer, I'd want
to be up at the podium doing it
for fun anyway. The fact I'm doing
it for CNN is awesome."
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Team effort a big reason University shines as debate venue
BY JULIE KENNEDY

Kim Kania was driving a golf
cart in the middle of a work
day, but she was not on the
links shooting a round of golf.
Instead, Kania, a photographer
in the radiology department at the
School of Medicine, was doing her
part to make the vice presidential
debate a success. And, by all accounts, the University's team
effort was a hole-in-one.
Kania's job, driving members
of the media from the credential ing center to the Athletic Complex, was one of many extra duties
taken on by University staff and
faculty during debate week.
"I was an undergraduate during the '04 debate, and I thought
it was interesting," said Kania,
who also was taking photos of the
transformation of the debate hall
for the Commission on Presidential Debates (CPD).
The behind-the-scenes efforts
of staff and faculty are a big reason
the University continues to shine
as a debate venue.
Shari Patterson, executive
secretary to the dean at the School
of Medicine, was a receptionist for
the CPD. Her debate duties included taking calls from the media, taking messages for the CPD
members and finding answers to
questions. On debate day, her shift
was from 4 p.m. to midnight.
"I volunteered because I wanted to be in this atmosphere and be

able to help in whatever capacity,"
she said.
Jim Clancy, an administrative
officer in the Department of
Psychology, took on shifts as
office manager for the CPD,
where his job included sending a
student to get Gus' Pretzels for
the CPD members. On debate
day, he shuttled VIPs to and from
the Athletic Center before and
after the debate.
"I wanted to be involved not
only as a break from the routine
but also to meet new people and
mostly to feel closer to the election process," he said.
Organizing the student and
staff volunteers was the job of
Aimee Wittman, associate director of the Career Center, and
Jennie Marchal, internship specialist, who have been coordinating the volunteer effort since
January. They were responsible
for marketing the volunteer
opportunities around campus,
reviewing applications and placing the volunteers in their jobs.
Five hundred WUSTL faculty,
students and staff applied.
"It's been so exciting to be
part of this amazing event,"
Wittman said. "Every minute has
been worth it."
The athletic department
handed over its home for the
debate. Joe Worlund, assistant
athletic director, said that the
main office was taken over by the
CPD the weekend before the

Jennie Marchal (left), internship specialist, and Aimee Wittman,
associate director, both at the Career Center, staff the volunteer
check-in booth during debate day. The two began coordinating the
volunteer effort in January.
debate. "It is a major undertaking for the University and requires much cooperation and
compromise to make it happen,"
Worlund said.
"Since we have been through
the process three times before, it
is easier to anticipate and plan
for the inconvenience for the
faculty, staff and students. It
definitely requires some flexibility from our athletes and coaches," he said. Team practices had
to relocate, but unlike during
past debate preparations, no
contests had to be moved.
Security is a crucial part of
debate preparation. Don Strom,

chief of University Police, was in
command of more than 600 fire
and police personnel from around
the region.
All 45 members of his department were on duty debate day,
some working 14- to 16-hour
shifts. Their duties included patrolling on bicycle and vehicle,
staffing security posts inside the
Athletic Complex and monitoring
checkpoints around campus.
Strom said his department and
other regional responders have
been planning and coordinating
with the U.S. Secret Service for
10 months.
"It's a pretty big operation," he

said. "Every person at every post
has a separate written document
with their duties."
Because he and his department have been through debate
preparation before, they know
what to expect.
"You do as much preplanning
as you can and focus on anticipating what could happen,"
Strom said. "That way you are
better prepared to focus on the
unexpected."
Parking took on special complications last week. Nick Stoff,
director of Parking and Transportation Services, said his department oversaw lot closures;
secured off-site parking; arranged for transportation for the
CPD, ticketed guests and alumni
events; and posted workers
throughout campus to help with
pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
Rob Wild, chair of the Vice
Presidential Debate Steering
Committee, said the special
people at the University helped
make the event a success.
"We have people at Washington University who know how to
work together, communicate,
deal with conflict and resolve
difficult challenges," he said. "I
could not be more proud of this
team effort."
For a complete list of the Vice
Presidential Debate Steering
Committee members, go to
news-info.wustl.edu/news/page/
normal/ 12654.html.
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Student volunteers gain experience in logistics, media relations
BY BLAIRE LEIBLE GARWITZ

For 200 Washington University
students, the Oct. 2 vice
presidential debate was not
merely a historical event — it
also was a way to gain valuable
experience with the media and
politics.
More than 500 students
applied to be volunteers. All
volunteer candidates submitted a
resume and cover letter as part
of their application. In a screening process coordinated by
Aimee Wittman, associate director of the Career Center, and
Jennie Marchal, internship specialist, an initial group of about
200 applicants was selected by a
review committee composed of
representatives from all areas of
the University community.
Students were chosen based on
their academic credentials,
related experience and stated
reasons for wanting to play a role
in the event. In addition, the
review committee named 100
applicants as alternates.
"It was so great to see such
incredible interest by people in
the University community who
wanted to get involved in the
debate in some significant way,
and that enthusiasm certainly
contributed to Washington
University hosting an outstanding debate," Wittman said.
Most of the volunteers were
assigned to jobs that kicked into
high gear the week before the
debate. Students assisted with a
variety of aspects, including
working with the national news
media, helping in the Commission on Presidential Debates
(CPD) office and the press office,
leading tours of the debate facility and supporting engineering
and staging aspects. Volunteers
also provided hospitality for a
variety of special events around
campus and assisted with different efforts, including tickets,
credentialing, security and parking. A small number of volunteers even worked in the debate
hall on the night of the event as
ushers and credential checkers.
Junior Dana Varinsky, who

Student volunteers who served as ushers get instructions prior to the debate outside the debate hall. More than 500 students applied to be
debate volunteers for a variety of duties.
wants to pursue a career in the
media, was on call the day of the
debate as a CPD shuttle. Her duties entailed running errands and
helping out wherever she was
needed.
"I volunteered because I wanted
exposure to the way the national
news media operates at an event
like this," she said. "Although I was
not assigned to work with them
directly, I was still able to see how
they covered the debate."
As a media runner, sophomore
Shira Solomon directed media
staff and moved their equipment
into the debate hall. Solomon, who
is considering a career in government and diplomacy, also ran
errands for the CPD as a shuttle.
"Walking around with my
volunteer credentials around my
neck made me feel very important," she said. "I had the privilege
of witnessing things I never would

have been able to see through
mere television broadcasting of
the debate."
Junior Becky Light assisted in
the press office and served as a
media runner.
"I was thrilled to be able to
see how the press operates under
stress and deadlines," she said.
"The view from the news trenches was eye-opening to say the
least."
Working alongside the Secret
Service, junior Fernando Cutz
helped with the security aspects
of the debate. His role involved
checking and securing the perimeter around campus and
controlling access to the debate
hall.
"It was so fun to learn more
about the work of the Secret
Service and to get to know the
agents," he said.
Cutz also worked security in

"Spin Alley" after the debate.
"Meeting Katie Couric,
Sen. Joe Lieberman, Rudy
Giuliani, Sen. Claire McCaskill,
Sen. Kit Bond and several others
was amazing," Cutz said. "I even
appeared on live television behind CBS News, MSNBC and
FOX News during the 'Spin
Alley' interviews."
In addition to assisting with
security, freshman Bryan Baird
helped with media hospitality.
He greeted reporters arriving at
the airport, shuttled media personnel to the debate hall in a golf
cart and served as an usher before the event.
"After driving 'The Daily
Shows' John Oliver around in a
golf cart with him screaming
frantically, I got him to autograph my American flag tie,
making for a very memorable
experience," he said. "All of my

friends back home, especially my
high-school government teacher,
will hear no end of this!"
Referring to himself as a
debate "roadie," junior Edward
Lazzarin assisted the CPD with
setting up sound, light and other
production equipment.
"I have always wanted to
know what it is like behind the
scenes of major political events,"
he said.
Some lucky students, such
as freshman Bill Restemayer,
worked on the debate floor the
night of the event. Restemayer
also served as a media correspondent for ABC.
"How could I pass up an
opportunity like that? It really
was an honor to be a volunteer
on the debate floor during the
actual debate, especially being
just a freshman," he said. "It was
something totally unexpected."
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Thousands of media credentialed for debate
BY BETH MILLER

The excitement surrounding
this year's presidential election and vice presidential
candidates brought more than
twice as many journalists to campus to cover the vice presidential
debate as arrived in 2004 for the
presidential debate.
About 3,100 journalists received credentials to cover the
historic debate between Sen. Joe
Biden and Gov. Sarah Palin, the
first female Republican vice presidential candidate.
Among the national broadcast
reporters or anchors spotted in the
Athletic Complex were Katie
Couric of CBS; Bob Schieffer,
CBS News chief Washington correspondent; Chris Wallace, Greta
Van Susteren and Shepard Smith
of FOX News; Candy Crowley of
CNN; Tucker Carlson of MSNBC;
Howard Fineman of Newsweek;
Mark Halperin of Time; and John
Oliver of "The Daily Show with
Jon Stewart."
More than 600 journalists set
up on rows of tables in the Media
Filing Center in the Recreational
Gymnasium on the lower level of
the Athletic Complex.
The major television and cable
networks did live broadcasts from
45 outdoor stand-up locations just
outside the front entrance of the
Athletic Complex.
To support the influx of media,
AT&T installed 1,600 voice and
data lines and 53 miles of fiberoptic cable lines, laid nearly eight
miles of electrical cable in the
Athletic Complex and provided
enough fiber for 11 live video
broadcasts.
To handle the cellular phone
traffic, four "cellular on wheels"
trucks were brought in to support
AT&T, Verizon, Sprint and
T-Mobile cellular services.
Before the start of the debate,
media circulated throughout the
venue doing live broadcasts,
checking e-mail and preparing
stories, while other media staff set
up thousands of lights, ran miles
of cables and even played cards on
the floor of the media filing room.
But media members said the debate was exciting for one main
reason: Pfdin.
"This iVthe most exciting vice
presidential debate because of
Sarah Palin," said Crowley, senior
political correspondent for CNN.
"People don't vote for the No. 2
spot, but if you've got someone
going back and forth, a debate can
make a difference."
Crowley, who was recuperating

The Media Filing Center in the Rec Gym of the Athletic Complex housed more than 600 journalists, who
set up work stations on rows of tables with flat-screen TVs.
from a respiratory illness, flew to
St. Louis Thursday morning after
covering the Senate vote on the
bailout bill Wednesday night. "But
I said, 'No matter what, I'm getting
on that plane (to St. Louis) Thursday.'"
Crowley said CNN had four
correspondents on site and a total
of 50 staff. The cable network was
also providing the pooled audio

and video feed to affiliate stations
nationwide.
Susan Davis, a reporter for the
Wall Street Journal, said she has
been covering the primary debates
since last fall but was looking
forward to the Biden-Palin debate.
"All expectations are on Palin,"
Davis said. "If she does horribly,
it's a great story. If she does great,
it's a great story. This will be a fun

one to watch."
Nancy Karibjanian, senior
contributor for WHYY of
Wilmington, Del., a PBS and
National Public Radio affiliate,
said she has been waiting since
1987 to cover a debate.
"As a public television station
from Delaware, we wouldn't normally get to be here, but since we
have a representative on the panel,

International media join Palin-mania
BY BETH MILLER

Not only were the U.S. media on hand in droves,
but reporters came from all over the world to
cover the vice presidential debate.
The Japanese Newservice, Agence France
Press, Euronews and the BBC were among the
international media on hand at the Athletic
Complex. And, like their American colleagues,
they gave a one-word answer as to what drew
them there: Palin.
"There is a lot of hype in the U.K.," said Claire
Gibson of the BBC. "There is big speculation
about (Gov.) Sarah Palin. There is more interest
now than there would be for other vice presidential debates. Everyone wants to see her."
Maurizio Molinari, a reporter for Italy's La
Stampa newspaper, echoed that sentiment.
"Most of the people in Italy don't even know
the name Joe Biden," Molinari said. "They are all

for Obama, but all of the attention is on Sarah
Palin."
Other foreign media in the Media Filing
Center were Al Jazeera, RTE Irish Television,
French 2 Television, Asahi Shimbun, Corriere
della Sera, TV2 Denmark, ARD German Radio,
EuroNews TVN Poland and TVP Polish TV.
Working with the U.S. Department of State's
Foreign Press Center, WUSTL provided two days
of programming for foreign journalists on campus, including private briefings with Peter J.
Kastor, Ph.D., associate professor of history and
American cultural studies, both in Arts &
Sciences, and St. Louis Post-Dispatch Regional
Political Correspondent Jo Mannies.
There also were briefings with the campaigns'
economic advisers; lunch with students from
countries represented on the media tour; and a
meeting with U.S. Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond of
Missouri.

we get to cover it," Karibjanian
said.
Local media were also in
force, taking in the spectacle of
the "media circus" but admitting the event was exciting.
Todd Frankel, a reporter
with the St. Louis PostDispatch, was among seven
Post-Dispatch reporters and
several Post-Dispatch photographers on hand.
"This is almost too much,"
Frankel said. "There are 3,100
journalists covering two people,
but it's always more fun to cover
a circus."
Jeff Small, a reporter with
KDSK in St. Louis, was doing
stories about the security
around campus and about
ticketholders' reactions to the
debate.
"This is really impressive,
especially how the University
and the Commission on
Presidential Debates have
pulled this off — kudos to
everybody," he said. "Even
though I work in the media, it's
fascinating to see everyone
here."
Major television networks
that had a podium in the debate
hall were ABC, CBS, NBC,
CNN, C-SPAN and FOX News.
About 42 network and affiliate
trucks were on hand.
Print media on hand included The New York Times,
USA Today, Wall Street Journal
Associated Press, Houston
Chronicle, Denver Post, Tucson
Citizen, Austin AmericanStatesman and the Fairbanks
Daily News-Miner.
Radio networks included
National Public Radio,
Westwood One/CBS Radio
News and Radio-Canada.
Around campus, where there
were cameras, there were students. CBS' "The Early Show"
broadcast live on the mornings
of Oct. 2 and 3 from both inside
Holmes Lounge in Ridgley Hall
and outside of Holmes Lounge.
MSNBC broadcast live
throughout the day on the lawn
outside of Graham Chapel with
NBC News' Political Director
Chuck Todd, Chief Foreign
Affairs Correspondent Andrea
Mitchell and "Hardball with
Chris Matthews" throughout the
evening.
CNN broadcast live from the
Danforth University Center, and
ABC NewsOne broadcast live
from 11 a.m. Oct. 2 until 2 a.m.
Oct. 3 from outside of the Lab
Sciences Building.

Student media get valuable hands-on experience
BY BLAIRE LEIBLE GARWITZ

Covering the Oct. 2 vice presidential debate was a dream
come true for Washington University student media.
"In an election cycle where
students will influence the outcome
unlike any election in recent memory, it was exciting to be at the
interface between national politics
and the student body," said junior
Sam Guzik, editor in chief of
Student Life, the independent
newspaper of Washington
University.
"I have seen so many people on
campus getting passionate about
the election — students joining
political groups, advocating for
various issues and registering to
vote. We tried to channel that
energy and translate the excitement
from students of all political persuasions in our reporting," he said.
Guzik and his counterparts
from other student-run campus
media outlets, including KWUR
radio, WUTV cable television and
the Washington University Political
Review (WUPR), joined forces to
offer an array of live media cov-

WUTV and other campus media
carved their own niche into
debate coverage.
erage from the debate and from
the Danforth University Center.
The combined programming,
which included pre-debate coverage hosted by WUPR journalists
Brittany Parker and Greg Allen,
was broadcast live on KWUR and
WUTV and streamed from the
Student Life Web page. WUPR was
set up outside the Danforth
University Center throughout the
day, passing out flyers and inviting
the audience to participate in trivia

contests.
"It is so exciting that WUTV
had the opportunity to cover
something so important to the
student body and the nation," said
junior Brian Whitaker, WUTV
co-general manager. "This was a
once-in-a-lifetime event."
Junior Laura Harbron, WUTV
co-general manager, said the candidates performed well.
"Sen. Joe Biden and Gov. Sarah
Palin did a great job," she said.
"They were both very eloquent and
confident in their answers."
Guzik said the vice presidential
debate was very important for the
2008 campaign.
"The debate highlighted important issues and drew viewers from
around the nation," he said.
"Especially given the circumstances surrounding both candidates
and the increased power of the vice
president in the post-Bush era, the
debate was even more relevant to
the campaign and to the political
process."
Working among approximately
3,100 credentialed journalists from
around the world, the University's
student media had a hands-on

learning experience.
"I operated a camera, taped
interviews and shot other video of
'Spin Alley' alongside the national
media," Whitaker said. "I just feel
lucky to have witnessed what the
national media does while learning a few of their tricks."
Both Student Life and WUTV
aimed to carve their own niche in
the media coverage of the debate
by focusing on students.
"At WUTV, we tried to create a
debate experience catered specifically toward University students,"
Harbron said.
Guzik said Student Life also
worked to distinguish itself from
the national media.
"We wanted to provide solid
political reporting through the
lens of the Washington University
community," Guzik said. "We were
striving to tell the story of how
students, faculty and friends of the
University were affected by and
benefiting from the debate."
With the new Angel and Paul
Harvey Media Center in the Danforth University Center, both
Student Life and WUTV were
better able to cover the debate. In

addition to creating workspace
for student media, the center
provides a professionally designed
news set equipped with technology to create state-of-the-art
newscasts and programs. The
Harvey Media Center is supported by a $1.2 million gift from
the late Lynne "Angel" Cooper
Harvey and her husband, the
legendary broadcaster Paul
Harvey.
"Student Life's new offices are
located in the center of campus at
the intersection of so many of the
debate events," Guzik said. "It was
nice to be so close to the action
and, at the same time, to have all
the resources that the center
affords."
The WUTV staff used their
new studio to broadcast several of
the debate programs, such as
panel discussions about the role
of the vice president and pre- and
post-debate rundowns.
Videos shot during the debate
can be viewed at wutv.wustl.edu.
"Our new setup allows for a
great freedom to do the programming we want at the quality we
would like," Harbron said.
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Post-debate frenzy: spinning a tale of two candidates
BY TERRI NAPPIER

Against a backdrop of political theater, the dramatic
question-and-answer
session between Sen. Joseph
Biden and Gov. Sarah Palin was
just the first act. Act II, with its
assorted cast of characters, was
staged around the corner from
the debate hall in the Media
Filing Center.
The cavernous space, usually
a recreational gymnasium, held
70 40-inch flat-screen TVs at
long, skirted tables the length
and width of one side of the
room. Thirty pipe and draped
mock radio and TV stages lined
the length of the other. In between the black-box theaterstyle setting was open space
waiting to be filled.
During the debate, hundreds
of reporters, writers and bloggers sat transfixed at the flat
screens, watching the candidates
make their cases. The calm in
the room belied the impending
frenzy.
No sooner had the candidates congratulated one another
and introduced their families
than the area — the open space
waiting to be filled — transformed into what is known as
"Spin Alley." As the campaigns'
political surrogates burst onto
the scene, a spectacle ensued.
Throngs of reporters circled
such notables as Sen. John
McCain supporter Rudy Giuliani, former mayor of New York
City, and David Axelrod, Sen.
Barack Obama's chief strategist.
Others clamored for opportunities to ask questions of such
McCain surrogates as Sens.
Lindsey Graham and Joseph
Lieberman and former senator
Fred Thompson, or Obama
spokespersons Sen. Claire
McCaskiO and David Plouffe,
Obama's campaign manager.
Frank Donatelli, the deputy
chairman of the Republican
National Cojnmittee, and Bill

"Spin Alley" springs to life after the debate with "spinners" such as New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, a
Biden supporter, offering sound bites that media members readily accepted.
Richardson, Democratic governor of New Mexico, also flanked
the "stage" to give their analyses.
In order to spot the stand-ins
among the masses, assistants
held personalized campaign
signs aloft indicating each surrogate's whereabouts.
Giuliani darted from reporters to cable news shows and
back. His take on Palin's performance was glowing.
"She handled herself brilliantly tonight," Giuliani said.
"She did a much better job than
Joe Biden, and Biden's been
doing this for 30 years. I know
the liberal media will try to take
it away from her, but I think the
American people understand
who won this debate tonight."
At stage left, a reporter asked

Plouffe if Palin demonstrated the
readiness to be president. "We'll
leave that to the voters," he said. "I
don't think she demonstrated a
compelling case for change. I think
if you're a middle-class voter, you
have no idea what McCain and
Palin are going to do differently
than what George Bush is doing."
At the room's center, perhaps by
intention, WUSTL faculty experts
gave more objective comments.
Taking questions were Wayne
Fields, Ph.D., the Lynne Cooper
Harvey Distinguished Professor of
English and American Culture
Studies; William Lowry, Ph.D.,
professor of political science in
Arts & Sciences; Gregory Magadan, J.D., professor of law;
Timothy McBride, Ph.D., associate
dean for Public Health; and Steven

Smith, Ph.D., the Kate M. Gregg
Professor of Social Sciences in
Arts & Sciences and director of
the Murray Weidenbaum Center
on the Economy, Government
and Public Policy.
According to Smith, the debate was a success for both candidates. He said Palin was a
fighter and that she framed
issues.
"I think Gov. Palin managed
to recover some of the position
she lost over the last two to three
weeks," Smith said. "In general,
she framed issues to her own
advantage. While she stumbled
now and then, by and large she
did a pretty good job."
Of her opponent, Smith said
he did not think Biden gave his
best performance, saying that

Biden's speaking styles didn't
show enough change of pace, and
that this made him hard to listen
to at times.
Yet "I think no one would
come away from listening to him
with anything other than the
conclusion that he is an experienced policymaker and certainly
someone who's capable of handling the job of vice president,"
Smith said.
Lowry was like-minded. He
said Palin held her own, but that
Biden was often more substantive
in his answers.
"She has a tendency to use
certain mannerisms in order to be
engaging to the audience, which
might play better to some parts
than others," Lowry said. "But she
does that very effectively."
Overall, though, Lowry said
both played well to their base and
neither would sway many voters.
And Smith noted the irony
between the debate's massive
buildup versus its outcome.
Despite all the anticipation and
talk about how this would be the
most important vice presidential
debate in history, he said that it
probably would not be.
"It had the potential for a big
gain or big loss for the candidates,
but it turned out probably to help
stem the bleeding (in McCainPalin's case), and that's about it,"
Smith said. "We'll discuss this for
about 48 hours, and then the focus will turn to what the presidential candidates will say in their
next debate."
Smith said that the rapid sequence of events is going to make
it difficult for this debate, given
how it turned out, to have a lasting effect.
One thing is certain about the
only vice presidential debate, ,however: As journalists asked
their last questions, wrote their
last columns and broadcast their
last programs of the night — and
as the last lights dimmed on "Spin
Alley" — the drama of the election season continues.

Demonstrators assemble next to debate venue
BY RYAN RHEA

Iore than 350 people assembled at Washington
University's Public Viewing
Area to express their opinions
and political dissent Oct. 2
during the hours leading up to
the vice presidential debate at
Washington University.
The area, located on the
corner of Forsyth and Big Bend
boulevards, was situated on the
University's Intramural Field.
"We wanted to dedicate an
area in proximity to the Athletic
Complex where people could
have their voices heard," said
Don Strom, chief of University
Police.
Julie Thornton, the area's
coordinator and director of
student activities, said, "Because
of the high security of the debate, we want to make sure
everything was happening in
one particular area. We wanted
there to be a dialogue, and this
was the forum to do that."
Starting at 4 p.m., a variety of
groups took the area's stage. The
Energy Action Coalition/
PowerVote.org group set up
papier-mache wind turbines and
advocated the importance of
wind power, solar energy, clean
coal and hybrid/electric
vehicles.
"Our group is seeking to
establish 5 million new green
jobs and a clean energy corps
similar to the ones established
during the New Deal era," said

Kassie Rohrbach, co-director
for the coalition.
The Rev. Pat Mahoney of the
Christian Defense Coalition
delivered a speech that railed
against Democratic presidential
candidate Barack Obama, while
a group representing Planned
Parenthood jeered and shouted
back.
The Missouri Every Child
Matters group had a strong
contingent present, including
children, and assembled to
show the importance of funding
programs that deal with children's issues such as abuse,
neglect, education, poverty and
health care.
The nonpartisan Partnership
to Fight Chronic Disease promoted awareness of preventable
diseases.
"Companies that invest in
prevention see more efficiency,
less absenteeism and reduced
health-care costs," said Ann
Mangelsdorf of the Arthritis
Foundation. "We can reduce
$260 billion in health-care costs
by investing in prevention."
Other groups present included Falun Dafa, the Chinese
spiritual movement that faces
oppression from China's government; the Libertarian Party,
supporting their candidate, Bob
Barr, as an alternative to
"McBama"; and a group of local
women who had recently joined
together as Mothers and Others
Against Palin.
"We need to make it clear

The public viewing area on the Intramural Field provided a forum for many protestors to speak and
express a variety of opinions.
that Sarah Palin doesn't represent our values," said Shannon
Davis, a stay-at-home mom
from Webster Groves, Mo.
Palin remained a hot topic
during the afternoon. Demonstrators sold pro-Palin T-shirts
that featured Palin shooting a
rifle and calling her the "Palinator." Also, near campus, two
people opposing Palin donned
costumes — one was dressed as
a polar bear with a sign reading,
"Polar Bears Against Palin,"
while the other was dressed as a
moose, with a sign reading,
"Sarah Palin Killed My Baby."
Nearby, on the west side of
Big Bend at the entrance of
Northmoor, a peace rally was
held by the Instead of War coalition, with the majority of the
crowd supporting Obama.

Speakers included Melanie
Schause, a woman suffering
from end-stage breast cancer
and in need of health care;
Mamie Turner, an unemployed
woman facing foreclosure; and
John Johnson, father of LaVena
Johnson, a soldier who died in
Iraq. The cause of her death has
been a source of controversy.
Johnson described the forensic
details of his daughter's death
and demanded an investigation.
Each speaker was given a
mock ticket to the vice presidential debate, and, at 6:22 p.m., the
group began marching north on
Big Bend toward the police
barricade, demanding to be let
in. Drums, chants and comments to the police ensued.
At 6:35 p.m., Bill Ramsey,
leader of the rally, said, "This is

an empty road that leads nowhere, a space with barricades to
keep people from people. Let's
move from this dead space to
one of forthrightness and collegiality." The group then left the
area to continue the rally at the
Delmar Loop.
Four WUSTL students calling
themselves Stig's Old Hat played
their brand of bluegrass-styled
music as the gathering died
down.
The area was mostly empty at
6:59 p.m. when a group of more
than 100 people wearing yellow
T-shirts that read "Fire Fighters
for Obama/Biden" marched
north on Big Bend to the police
barricade. They mingled cordially with each other and with
the police on the other side of
the barricade.
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(Top) Outside the Athletic Complex, Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
presents "CBS Evening News" anchor Katie Couric with a
Washington University sweatshirt.
(Above) Brady Williamson (left) and Greg Jenkins, lead negotiators
for the Obama and McCain campaigns, respectively, talk about their
debate negotiations Oct. 1 at the "Speech, Press and the Constitution" seminar of Gregory Magarian, J.D., professor of law.

Students and others make their political preferences known behind the MSNBC set next to Graham Chapel. "Hardb
Political Director Chuck Todd and Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent Andrea Mitchell broadcast from the MSNBC

(Below) Moderator Gwen Hill, who broke her ankle in a fall, thanks
senior Buck Smith (right) and junior Tim Taylor, for helping her
onstage from her wheelchair before the debate. Smith, a quarterback, and Taylor, a defensive lineman, are both members of WUSTL's
football team.

Correspondent John Oliver of "The Daily Show with Jon Stewart" was all over campus
Oct. 2, resulting in a funny segment that aired Oct. 6 on the Comedy Central program.

Media members set ui
throughout campus.

Students woke up early Oct. 2 to get to the set of CBS"The Early Show" at Holmes Lounge in Ridgley Hall. The
program, which featured CBS News Chief Washington Correspondent Bob Schieffer and anchor Maggie
Rodriguez, began broadcasting at 5:30 a.m. "The Early Show" also broadcast from WUSTL Oct. 3.

c

) equipment on the lawn outside the Athletic Complex at one of the more than 40 stand-up locations
pproximately 3,100 media credentials were issued for the debate.

Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton welcomes Sen. Joe Biden as he arrives at the Athletic
Complex to prep for the debate.

Student stand-ins for the candidates and moderator wait outside the debate
hall before an Oct. 1 debate run-through. Seated, from left: Danny Gaynor, Julia
Latash, Madeline Thoman, Lydia Beasley and Joe Cavanaugh; standing at right
is Danielle Porter.

"'- Gov. Sarah Palin greets Student Union President Brittany Perez upon arriving at the
" Athletic Complex. Looking on are (from right) Risa Zwerling Wrighton and her daughters Leah and Anna Schmidt. Brooke Curtiss, president of the Graduate Professional
Council, is on the left.
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Remote viewing sites let students in on the action
BY GWEN ERICSON

iree, two, one — debate!" shouted one of the
I Stl
students gathered to
watch the vice presidential debate
at Graham Chapel, one of six
remote viewing sites on campus.
The digital clock on the big screen
in front had just finished its countdown, the lights in the chapel were
low and the stage was set for the
candidates.
Before the debate started, about
150 students had arranged themselves in the pews, most dressed in
jeans and sweatshirts, some with
political buttons pinned to their
shirts, some carrying placards
supporting their candidates. The
pre-debate mood was light, and
the students chatted quietly in
small groups or talked or sent text
messages on their cell phones. But
they were clearly eager for the
show — isolated calls of "Woo
hoo!" and "Yes!" came when the
lights dimmed about 10 minutes
before the start of the debate.
The solemn ambience of the
chapel likely set the energy level a
notch or two lower than that of
other remote sites. According to
students who later came to the
chapel for the post-debate discussion, Edison Theatre and the
Danforth University Center were
rowdy at times, with audience
members heckling, laughing,
wildly applauding, shouting,
cheering and waving banners.
Other remote sites were Ursa's
Cafe, Whitaker Auditorium and
Lab Sciences Auditorium.
"The chapel is a good viewing
site," said freshman Shira Sacks
before the debate. "It's kind of
glamorous."
Freshman Lauren Vassiliades
said, "I chose the chapel because
of the commentary that's going on
afterwards. I like that they will
fact-check each argument that a
candidate makes. It helps to get
beyond the debate rhetoric."
When the candidates had
shaken hands and taken to their
lecterns, the crowd quieted, but

Students watch the debate from the comfort of the Danforth University Center, one of six remote
viewing sites for students on campus.
soon chuckles and giggles began
when one or the other candidate
fell back on stock phrases or
mugged or winked at the camera.
As the debate went on, there were
more laughs, along with a few
cheers and applause, but the audience was seldom boisterous.
"There were some interesting
facial expressions from the candidates," said freshman Kate
Williamson after the debate. "I
think a lot of the laughing was due
to when (Gov. Sarah) Palin was
speaking, and (Sen. Joe) Biden's
facial expressions would change
according to what she said."
"It was nice watching it in the
chapel," said freshman Brook
McKeown. "It was serious enough
that I could comprehend what was
going on."
From the mainly Sen. Barack
Obama-backing crowd, a round of
applause came when Biden said
about Sen. John McCain's health-

care plan: "You're going to have to
replace a $12,000 plan with a
$5,000 check you just give to the
insurance company. I call that the
'Ultimate Bridge to Nowhere.'"
Another burst of applause
occurred later when Biden declared, "This is a fundamental
difference between us — we'll end
this war." Clapping and laughter
arose when moderator Gwen Ifill
invited Palin to respond to Biden's
accusation that McCain let Wall
Street run wild. Palin refused the
offer, saying, "I'm still on the tax
thing because I want to correct
you on that again."
But the loudest cheer came
when Ifill said, "That ends tonight's debate. We want to thank
the folks here at Washington
University in St. Louis."
As the lights came up, students
slowly filed out, some walking
over to see the post-debate spin
from Chris Matthews and his

guests on "Hardball with Chris
Matthews," which was being
broadcast just outside the chapel
doors.
Assessing the candidates' performances, several students said
they felt Biden won, coming across
as more thoughtful and more
informed. Others thought Palin
held her own and met or exceeded
expectations. A couple of students
said this vice presidential debate
was more interesting and better
moderated than the first debate
between McCain and Obama.
When the Red vs. Blue PostDebate Program started in the
chapel a half-hour later, about
50 students were present.
The discussion was led by
conservative commentator Jonah
Goldberg, editor-at-large of
National Review Online and a
contributing editor to the National
Review, and liberal commentator
Peter Beinart, editor-at-large of

The New Republic.
Each pundit gave his assessment of the candidate's performances and then opened the
floor to questions from the audience. Students lined up for their
chance at the microphone to ask
the commentators their opinions
on the candidates' stances on
Afghanistan, Iran, health care,
vice presidential power, the
national debt, gay marriage and
other topics discussed during the
debate.
"This was far more fun than
the actual debate," said freshman
David Lee. "They brought up
some things that didn't occur to
me when I was watching the
debate."
"Those guys weren't looking
to score any points," said junior
Eric Houtman, a history major in
Arts & Sciences. "They might
have been here for a little spin,
but you didn't hear the same kind
of stuff that you heard from the
debate, and I really appreciated
that."
Junior Joel Wood, a political
science major in Arts & Sciences,
asked a question about Obama's
ideas about Afghanistan. "In a
way, this is therapeutic for me,"
he said. "I think it was good for
all of us to ratchet down some of
the tension and sift through what
was said and done tonight."
Other activities that night:
• "Spinning the Presidency."
The Center for the Study of
Ethics and Human Values, the
Student Union and the Gephardt
Institute for Public Service presented panel remarks, video and
other media presentations on
crafting the campaigns at Edison
Theatre.
• Vice Presidential Debate and
Pre-Debate Panel. In a program
presented by the School of Law,
Charles Burson, chief of staff
to former Vice President Al
Gore, and Tom Schweich, Bush
administration ambassador for
reform in Afghanistan, were
featured in a pre-debate discussion at Anheuser-Busch Hall.

Taking the debate to the community at the 560 Music Center
BY MELODY WALKER

Eager debate watchers started
lining up outside the 560 Music
Center in University City before
the doors opened at 7 p.m. debate
night for the first-ever off-campus
public viewing event hosted by
Washington University.
"Because of the security precautions around the debate, neighbors and the general public could
not experience first hand the
debate atmosphere on campus,"
said Cheryl Adelstein, director of
community relations and local
government affairs. "We wanted to
share the excitement of the debate
with the community."
Myra Perkins, who identified
herself as the "mail lady of U. City"
and a former Pine Lawn alderwoman, greeted many of the people at the entrance to the Desmond Lee Auditorium by name
and was eager to share her enthusiasm about the debate watch and
upcoming election. "We are due
for a change, and this will make
change at all levels of government,
right down to our city halls," she
said.
Perkins, like many of the more
than 450 guests, sported Sen.
Barack Obama campaign buttons,
but gladly added an official "VP
Debate" pin — given to all in
attendance — to the collection
already covering her jacket.
The crowd, which exceeded
expectations, was diverse in terms
of age and race but united by a
keen interest in the debate, the
candidates and the issues.

The cast of "Of Thee I Sing" provides a preview of its upcoming performance at the community debate event at the 560 Music Center.
Neighbors greeted each other with
smiles and hugs under the red,
white and blue helium balloons
before Sen. Joe Biden and Gov.
Sarah Palin took center stage on
a larger-than-life screen in the
auditorium.
"I think people shy away from
discussing politics in public," said
Keith Lockhart of Florissant. "This
is good idea to bring people together." Lockhart came with a
group of Bank of America
colleagues.
University City resident Matthew Feier walked to the debate
watch with friends. "I live in the
neighborhood," Feier said. "I
wanted to be a part of the spectacle but couldn't. This is the next

best thing to being there."
Actually, it was better, according to Adelstein, who encouraged
the audience to applaud, talk and
help themselves to refreshments
during the 90-minute debate.
Tirzah Russell, 11, was glued
to her seat taking notes on the
candidates' answers. "I'm here to
watch the debate and write an
essay about the debate for extra
credit," she said.
Tirzah's mother, Jacqueline
Russell, a first-grade teacher at
Hamilton Elementary School,
said, "I wanted her to have the
experience here with other people
rather than sitting at home alone.
It's a different feel."
Pre-debate entertainment was

provided by the WUSTL student
cast of "Of Thee I Sing," a Pulitzer
Prize-winning musical by George
and Ira Gershwin that pokes fun at
presidential politics with upcoming performances at Edison
Theatre Oct. 24-Nov. 2.
Three faculty members of the
Department of Political Science in
Arts & Sciences provided postdebate analysis. They were Clarissa
Howard, Ph.D., associate professor; Michael Martin, Ph.D., assistant professor; and Victor Levine,
Ph.D., professor emeritus.
A small group of visitors from
Moscow sat in the back of the
auditorium and admitted they
were amazed at what they had just
witnessed.

"Just the fact you have a free
debate is very surprising for
Russians," Igor Kovalev said.
The young man, a legal adviser in the Russian Parliament,
and his colleagues studying
American politics, had visited
Washington, D.C., but found the
debate truly monumental.
"To us, it is more important
that you can have a debate than
who wins," Kovalev said. "This
would never happen in Russia."
In addition to WUSTL, sponsors of the event were University
City, Parkview Gardens Neighbor
Association, the Clayton Chamber of Commerce and SkinkerDeBaliviere Community
Council.

VICE PRESIDENTIAL 5
Oct. l>, 2008

DEBATE

record.wustl.edu

Debate characterized by populist tone, faculty panel says
BY DEBORA BURGESS

The only vice presidential
debate of 2008 met faculty
experts' expectations but not
hopes that it would be more than
a bumper sticker event.
The panel provided pre- and
post-debate commentary for a
filled-to-capacity audience of
more than 500 special alumni and
friends in Brown Hall.
Moderating was James W.
Davis, Ph.D., professor emeritus
of political science in Arts &
Sciences, who said, "With these
four faculty, we have more information than the two candidates
are likely to bring."
Panelists were Edward E
Lawlor, Ph.D., dean of the George
Warren Brown School of Social
Work, director of the Institute for
Public Health and the William
E. Gordon Distinguished Professor; James C. Morley, Ph.D.,
associate professor of economics
in Arts & Sciences; Andrew C.
Sobel, Ph.D., associate professor
of political science; and William
J. Whitaker, senior lecturer in
drama in Arts & Sciences.
Lawlor, who had wanted the
candidates to "articulate this
complicated beast of health-care
reform," was struck by the debates
populist tone. "There were dueling attempts to own Main Street:
There was Wasilla Main Street,
and there was Scranton Main
Street."
Both candidates' "image of an
America like Pleasantville" emphasized the lack of recognition
of issues affecting a significant
portion of the nation's population
outside the middle class, Lawlor
said. "We didn't hear anything
about poverty, about race, about
cities, about rural America, about
communities, about disparities,
about immigration, about mental
health, about drug abuse, about
crime, about prisons, about welfare, about homelessness."

(From left) Andrew C. Sobel, Ph.D., associate professor of political science in Arts & Sciences; Edward F. Lawlor, Ph.D., dean of the George
Warren Brown School of Social Work, director of the Institute for Public Health and the William E. Gordon Distinguished Professor; James
W. Davis, Ph.D., professor emeritus of political science; James C. Morley, Ph.D., associate professor of economics in Arts & Sciences; and
William J. Whitaker, senior lecturer in drama in Arts & Sciences, participate in the faculty panel Oct. 2 in Brown Hall.
With economic issues gripping the nation, Morley thought
the candidates failed to address
the financial crisis adequately:
"Basically, we heard some theories — Biden saying we need to
return to regulation, and Palin
saying there wasn't enough
oversight. But there wasn't the
discussion I had hoped for on
why these candidates support
the rescue package in spite of
their reservations and how they
plan to deal with the crisis."
Biden's coverage of spending
costs in Iraq did tie foreign
policy and economics, one of
Morley s goals for the debate.
And Palin's sprinkled references
to Ronald Reagan helped answer
his question about her brand of
fiscal conservatism.
"Populism, populism, populism" was Sobel's summary.
He found "logical inconsistencies," more in Palin's rhetoric

than in Biden's. For instance,
Palin's support of climate control
was mixed with a reluctance to
attribute global warming to
mankind's activities. Both candidates proposed to cut taxes
while simultaneously funding
new initiatives.
The candidates failed in their
answers on whether Iran or
Pakistan is the more dangerous,
Sobel said. He also was disappointed that they failed to discuss how they would go about
rebuilding the United States'
stature in the world or how the
United States could credibly
commit to defending a Europe
expanded by former Soviet
republics such as Georgia and
the Ukraine, should they join
NATO, when it would put the
United States at risk.
"My hope is that content,
issues, ideas, visions and plans
for the future are what matter,

not the externals of performance," Whitaker said before the
debate. "But, alas, performance
matters big time."
Both Palin and Biden went
for simplicity, he later observed.
Palin kept it simple with
colloquialism and "a hometown
swagger maintained with steadfast care." He applauded her for
looking right at the camera,
"talking to you at home."
Biden used repetition. He
also strove to control himself,
"motoring along, going into

details one after the other, but
catching himself and gearing
down." Whitaker found the
moment when Biden's voice
cracked as he spoke of being a
single parent to be "the most
authentic moment of the
evening."
Although style won over
substance, the debate brought an
"admixture of the excitement of
politics and the involvement of
students," Lawlor said. "It is a
privilege to be on a college campus to experience the election."

Learning reaches far beyond classroom for students
with a second campus-wide drive Sept. 18, more than
2,000 WUSTL students have been registered to vote
From organizing voter registration drives to attend
in the Nov. 4 election.
ing activities fairs and watch parties to building
Students also were able to participate in the Take a
red and blue robots, the WUSTL student body was
Stand Rally Sept. 11 and in the Make It Clear multiheavily involved in debate preparation.
media competition.
"Students are the ones who have organized much
The Take a Stand Rally, sponsored by Campus Y,
allowed more than 20 student groups involved in
of the programming surrounding the debate and the
election season," said Brittany Perez, president of
election issues, politics and voting to present and
Student Union.
discuss what they do. Student groups could apply for
Students were able to appeal for funding through
funding up to $200 for supplies to help them accoma special $55,000 Election Programming Fund creplish the goal of a creative presentation.
ated by Student Union, with
More than 200 students
contributions from the
""""■—""■—" attended, learning more about
Gephardt Institute for Public
politics and activism on
"I am really amazed at all
Service, Campus Life and the
campus.
Vice Presidential Debate
Students also were encourthe
energy
and
enthusiasm
Committee.
aged to participate in the
These funds helped create generated by the debate and the Make it Clear multimedia
an impressive calendar of
contest, designed to engage
election itself. Students have the
events from September all
University community in
definitely shown that they care the electoral process.
the way through November.
"I am really amazed at all
To enter, students were to
about the issues and the youth address
the energy and enthusiasm
the following prompt:
vote is a vital force."
generated by the debate and
"You have five minutes onethe election itself," said
on-one with the next wouldROBIN HATTORI
Robin Hattori, program
be president of the United
director of the Gephardt
States. Write, describe, express
Institute for Public Service.
or otherwise show what you
"Students have definitely shown that they care about
would say or what would transpire."
the issues and the youth vote is a vital force."
Submissions were due Oct. 1 and winners will be
Hattori said the debate has challenged students to
chosen Sunday, Oct. 12. The Vice Presidential Debate
think about politics in new ways.
Program Planning Committee will award $100 each
"Since funding has been made available to stuto the top two WUSTL students.
dents, a variety of programs have emerged — everySeveral lectures were planned and organized by
thing from a political poetry slam focused on human
students, including a panel discussion called Young,
rights to a panel discussion for international students
Black and Ready to Vote and a post-debate event in
to gain a deeper understanding of the U.S. election,"
Graham Chapel, Red vs. Blue.
she said.
Students also had plenty of opportunity to engage
"Students have conceptualized some incredible
with national and international media. The CNN,
pieces of political art to display on campus. And they
C-SPAN and Rock the Vote election buses were on
have created multiple forums to form their own
campus, as were several high-profile national media
opinions and express them. The debate and election
shows, including CBS' "The Early Show" and
have helped our students to collaborate more, and we
MSNBC's "Hardball with Chris Matthews."
have seen groups working together to garner wide"To be able to be a part of this historical event on
spread participation."
campus really was a special opportunity for our
One of the earliest events was a voter registration
students, and I think everyone wanted to play a role
drive for graduate students held Aug. 25. Combined
in being a part of this event," Perez said.
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Sophomore Adam Abadir declares victory for the red robot during
one of many rock 'em sock 'em battles Oct. 2.

Rock 'em sock 'em robots
duke it out on campus
Before the two candidates
verbally sparred, engineering
students created a set of blue
and red rock em sock em robots
that duked it out on campus
before the debate.
EnCouncil president Lee
Cordova, a senior biomedical
engineering major, and seniors
Sam Wight and Matt Watkins,
mechanical engineering majors,
built the red and blue robots.
They used durable aluminum
tubing for arms, sheet metal for
bodies and a backpack-like strap
that allowed the robots to move
and pivot with various students
manning the controls. Though
no ultimate winner was determined, students enjoyed seeing
the robots in action.
"The colors are coincidental,"
Cordova said. "We gave them

different colors to tell them
apart. But it became obvious
there was political significance."
Cordova, Wight and Watkins
have been working on the idea
since Thurtene Carnival in the
spring of 2007.
"EnCouncil always comes up
with games to raise money for
charity, and we hatched this
idea," Cordova said. "In part, it
grew out of my interest in high
school of making puppets."
Many prototypes later, the
group has found success.
"This is our senior year, and
among the three of us we wanted a design that won't have to be
reinvented, as we've done,"
Cordova said. "These robots
will be good to go for Thurtene
2010 and beyond. That's our
hope."
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University Events
Art historian Smith to discuss contemporary art and global change
The phrase "modern art" has been widely used for more than a century. In that
time, it has become so associated with
historical movements — from cubism and
surrealism to abstract expressionism, pop
and conceptual art — that it has ceased to
describe the many new and different forms
being made today.
So argues Terry Smith, Ph.D., the
Andrew W. Mellon Professor of
Contemporary Art History and Theory at
the University of Pittsburgh. At 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 13, Smith will explore the
topic in a lecture titled "Contemporary Art
and the Contemporaneity Question" in
Steinberg Hall Auditorium. The lecture is
free and open to the public and is sponsored by the Mildred Lane Kemper Art
Museum.
"There is a widespread and growing
sense that many significant — perhaps even

epochal — changes are occurring in the
world today, and that certain kinds of contemporary art seem closely connected with
these changes, whereas other art seems
concerned above all with itself," Smith said.
"This lecture will explore the idea that
the concept of contemporaneity is more
useful than ideas of the modern, including
the postmodern, if we are to understand
these global changes accurately," Smith said.
A native of Australia, Smith is a former
member of Art & Language, the influential
conceptual art group, and a founder of
Union Media Services, a design studio
specializing in community-based art
initiatives.
He serves on the boards of the Museum
of Contemporary Art in Sydney, Australia,
and the Andy Warhol Museum in
Pittsburgh. He also serves as a visiting
professor of architecture at the University

of Sydney.
Smith has published extensively on
modernism and contemporary art as well
as on Australian visual arts and architecture. He is the author of "The Architecture
of Aftermath" (2006), which explores how,
in the wake of the 9/11 terrorist attacks,
global politics, clashing cultures and symbolic warfare changed the way we experience "destination" architecture.
Other books include "Making the
Modern: Industry, Art, and Design in
America" (1993) as well as
"Transformations in Australian Art,
Volume 1, The Nineteenth Century:
Landscape, Colony and Nation" and
"Volume 2, The Twentieth Century:
Modernism and Aboriginality" (both
2002).
He also is editor of "In Visible Touch:
Modernism and Masculinity" (1997); "First

People, Second Chance: The Humanities
and Aboriginal Australia" (1999);
"Impossible Presence: Surface and Screen
in the Photogenic Era" (2001); "Jacques
Derrida, Deconstruction Engaged: The
Sydney Seminars" (with Paul Patton, 2001);
and "Contemporary Art Philanthropy"
(2007).
Smith's current projects include "What is
Contemporary Art?" a study of three approaches to the question posed by the title,
as well as "Contemporary Art: World
Currents," forthcoming from Laurence
King Publishers, and "The Mass Production
Imaginary," a study of the visual imaginations of the engineers Frederick Taylor and
George Richardson.
A reception for Smith will be held at
6 p.m. in the Kemper Art Museum.
For more information, call 935-4523 or
e-mail kemperartmuseum@wustl.edu.

Secret Sunshine • Aging and Retirement • Childhood Health
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place Oct. 9-22 at
Washington University. Visit the Web for
expanded calendars for the Danforth
Campus (news-info, wustl. edu/calendars)
and the School of Medicine (medschool.
wustl. edu/calendars. html).

Exhibits
"Birth of the Cool: California Art, Design and
Culture at Midcentury." Through Jan. 5.
Kemper Art Museum, 935-4523.
"Bold Strokes and Finesse: The Stage
Designs of John Ezell." Through Nov. 22.
Des Lee Gallery, 1627 Washington Ave.
621-8537.

Film
Wednesday, Oct. 15
6:30 p.m. Korean Film Series. "Milvang
(Secret Sunshine)." Lee Chang-dong, dir.
Seigle Hall, Rm. L006. 935-5110.

Tracer Experiment." Michelle Scherer,
assoc. prof, of civil & environmental
engineering, U. of Iowa. Lopata Hall,
Rm. 101.935-5548.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"Cytoplasmic Dynein: Insights Into Motor
Function and Dysfunction Leading to
Neurodegenerative Disease." Erika L.F.
Holzbaur, prof, of physiology, U. of Pa.
School of Medicine. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-6950.
4 p.m. Dept. of Music Lecture Series.
Graduate Student Colloquium. Heather
Nehre and Sarah Ruddy, Ph.D. candidates
in musicology. Music Classroom Bldg.,
Rm. 102. 935-5566.
7:30 p.m. Diversity Programs Lecture.
Annual Homer G. Phillips Public Health
Lecture Series. Joan Y. Reede, dean of
diversity and community partnership,
Harvard Medical School. (5:30 p.m.
reception, 6:30 p.m. dinner.) Eric P.
Newman Education Center. To register:
362-6854.

Saturday, Oct. 11
10 a.m. Physics Saturday Science Lecture
Series. "Energy — The Challenge of the
21st Century." Michael Ogilvie, professor of
physics. Co-sponsored by U. College. Crow
Hall, Rm. 201. 935-6276.

Wednesday, Oct. 22

Monday, Oct. 13

7 p.m. Japanese Film Series. "The Family
Game." Yoshimitsu Morida, dir. Seigle Hall,
Rm. L06. 935-5110.

4 p.m. Assembly Series. Strobe Talbot.
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Bryan Cave Moot
Courtroom. 935-5285.

Lectures

4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Signaling to Gene Transcription:
The Calcium/Calcineurin/NFAT Pathway."
Anjana Rao, prof, of pathology, Harvard
Medical School. Farrell Learning & Teaching
Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763.

5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity &
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Directed
Targeting of Connexons: Can the Model be
Generalized?" Robin Shaw, asst. prof, of
medicine, U. of Calif., San Francisco. (5 p.m.
reception.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.
935-7887.
6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Terry Smith, prof, of contemporary
art history and theory, U. of Pittsburgh.
Steinberg Aud. 935-9300.

Tuesday, Oct. 14
11:30 a.m. Research Office Brown Bag
Session. Danforth University Center,
Rm. 276. 935-5889.
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial
Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "Autophagy,
Innate Immunity and Microbial
Countermeasures." Beth Levine, prof, of
internal medicine & microbiology, U. of
Texas Southwestern Medical Center. Cori
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-2689.
4 p.m. The Woman's Club of Washington
University Meet The Leaders Symposium.
"Sustainability and the Green Movement."
Matt Malten, asst. vice chancellor, campus
sustainability, and Linda Goldstein, mayor,
Clayton, Mo. Co-sponsored by the Gephardt
Institute for Public Service. Danforth
University Center, Formal Lounge. 659-8491.
5:30 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular
Biophysics Biophysical Evenings Seminar.
"Dynamics and Organization of the Plant
Cortical Microtubule Array: From Single
Molecules to Whole Cells." Ram Dixit, asst.
prof, of biology. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-4152.

Wednesday, Oct. 15

Workshop. "El for IT: Using Emotional
Intelligence in Information Technology."
(Continues 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Oct. 16.) Cost:
$1,040; reduced fees available for CAIT
member organizations. CAIT, 5 N. Jackson
Ave., Ste. 130. To register: 935-4444.
Noon. Siteman Cancer Center Seminar.
"Thinking Systems and Implementing Cancer
Screening One Patient at a Time." Stephen
Taplin, senior scientist, National Cancer Inst.
Center for Advanced Medicine, Farrell
Conference Rm. 2.454-8981.
4 p.m. Assembly Series. Jay Swoboda.
Danforth University Center, Rm. 276.
935-5285.
4 p.m. Physics Colloquium. "Fluid
Turbulence: How Nature Mixes Things Up."
Robert Ecke, dir. of the center for nonlinear
studies, Los Alamos National Laboratory.
(3:30 p.m. coffee, Compton Hall, Rm. 245.)
Crow Hall, Rm. 204.935-6276.

Thursday, Oct. 16
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Evolutionary
Anatomies of Disease Mutations." Sudhir
Kumar, The Biodesign Inst., Ariz. State U.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic Science
Seminar Series. Gregory Longmore, prof,
of medicine. Connor Auditorium. 454-7029.

Series. John Brandon, author. Hurst
Lounge, Room 201, Duncker Hall.
935-7130.

Friday, Oct. 17
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. East Asian Studies
Conference. "Presenting China: Theory and
Pedagogy." (Also 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Oct. 18).
Wilson Hall, Rm. 214. Registration
requested. 935-4448.
11 a.m. Chemistry Bayer Distinguished
Lectureship. "Functional Materials From
Metal-Containing Block Copolymers via
Solution Self Assembly and Living
Supramolecular Polymerizations." Ian
Manners, prof, of inorganic & materials
chemistry, U. of Bristol, U.K. Lab Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 250. 935-4108.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental & Chemical
Engineering Seminar Series. "Recent
Efforts in Bioaerosol Sampling, Detection,
Quantification as well as Microbial
Inactivation." Maosheng Yao, Peking U.
Lopata Hall, Rm. 101.935-5548.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"Dynamic Analysis of Embryogenesis."
Rusty Lansford, lecturer in bioengineering,
Calif. Inst. of Technology. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-6950.

Saturday, Oct. 18

4 p.m. Chemistry Bayer Distinguished
Lectureship. "Functional and
Supramolecular Metallopolymers." Ian
Manners, prof, of inorganic & materials
chemistry, U. of Bristol, U.K. (5:30 p.m.
reception, Lab Sciences Bldg., Rettner
Gallery.) Lab Sciences Bldg., Rm. 300.
935-4108.

10 a.m. Physics Saturday Science Lecture
Series. "Advising the President: What
Scientific Advice Does the President Get?"
Michael Friedlander, prof, of physics.
Co-sponsored by U. College. Crow Hall,
Rm. 201. 935-6276.

8 p.m. The Writing Program Fall Reading

Noon. Work, Families and Public Policy

9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Center for the Application
of Information Technology (CAIT)

Monday, Oct. 20

Thursday, Oct. 9
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Computational
Prediction and Functional Characterization
of Novel Stages of Lymphoid Development."
Deepta Bhattacharya, asst. prof, of
immunobiology. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Using
Solid-State NMR to Determine the Structure
of Silk." Jason Gilmore, prof., W. Va. U.
McMillen Lab., Rm. 311.935-6530.
4 p.m. History Colloquium. "The Religious
Skeptics of Late Renaissance Italy: The
Enlightened People Before the
Enlightenment." Edward Muir, prof, of
history, Northwestern U. (Reception
follows.) Eliot Hall, Rm. 300M. 935-5450.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology and Visual Science
Seminar Series. "Mapping Glucocorticoid
Receptor Function in the Brain." Louis
Muglia, prof, of pediatrics & developmental
biology. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.
362-3315.
7 p.m. Women, Gender and Sexuality
Studies Lecture. Dr. Kathryn Zerbe Lecture.
"Breaking the Silence of Secret Suffering
Recognizing Eating Disorders in the 21st
Century." Co-sponsored by Castlewood
Treatment Center for Eating Disorders.
Steinberg Aud. 935-5102.

Friday, Oct. 10
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. St. Louis STD/HIV
Prevention Center CME Course. "Syphilis
Update." Cost: $25. For location and to
register: 747-1522.
11 a.m. Computer Science & Engineering
Colloquium. "The Synthesis of Probabilistic
and Logical Inference Methods." Bart
Selman, prof, of computer science, Cornell
U. Cupples II Hall, Rm. 217.935-6160.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental & Chemical
Engineering Seminar Series. "Still Oxides
Run Deep: Results From an Fe Isotope

Concert to highlight work of composer Blumenfeld
BY LIAM OTTEN

Within a month of publishing his notorious collection "Les Fleurs du mal
(Flowers of Evil)" (1857), the
French poet Charles Baudelaire
was charged with insulting public
decency and ordered to remove
six works from subsequent
editions.
Yet Baudelaire's poems, which
center on themes of eroticism and
mortality, would influence generations of writers, from Arthur
Rimbaud and Marcel Proust to
Walter Benjamin.
St. Louis composer Harold
Blumenfeld, professor emeritus of
music in Arts & Sciences, has
recorded a major new work based
on "Les Fleurs du mal." Titled
"Vers Sataniques (Satanic Verse)",
the half-hour-long composition
— for a large orchestra with baritone and mezzo coloratura — is
the centerpiece of Blumenfeld's
latest CD, which also includes
settings of Rimbaud and of the
Caribbean poet Derek Walcott.
At 8 p.m. Monday, Oct. 13, in
Whitaker Hall, the Department of
Music will present "Vers
Sataniques" as part of "A Mixed
Media Celebration: Harold

Blumenfeld's Latest Works."
The multimedia concert combine films, audio and live performance and opens with "Being
Beauteous," the first of
Blumenfeld's many settings of
Rimbaud.
Performers are soprano
Tamara Campbell, who is associated with the music faculty, cellist
Elizabeth Macdonald, director of
strings, and
pianist Seth
Carlin, professor of
music.
The program continues with
filmed excerpts from
Blumenfeld's
Blumenfeld
full-length
opera
"Seasons in Hell," which traces
Rimbaud's adolescent adventures
as well as his disastrous fortuneseeking in Africa. (The opera was
produced and filmed in 1996 by
the Cincinnati Conservatory of
Music.)
Guest baritone Donnie Ray
Albert is next in the program
singing "Sterne und Stein"
(2004), a short song cycle based

on poems by Blumenfeld's friend
Rudolf Gelpke, the Swiss-born
Farsi scholar.
The program concludes with
excerpts from "Vers Sataniques,"
which Blumenfeld recorded in
2007 with the National Radio
Orchestra of Poland under the
baton of Joel Eric Suben.
Vocalists were Albert and
mezzo-coloratura Christine
Schadeberg. The suite is based on
three works from "Les Fleurs du
mal": the languorous "Le Jet d'eau
(The Fountain)," the terrifying
death-poem "L'Horloge (The
Clock)" and, after a brief orchestral interlude, the wistful "La Vie
anterieure (Past Life)," a remembrance from the far side of the
tomb.
"Baudelaire is a fantastic poet,
and 'La Vie anterieure' is surely
one of his highest achievements,"
said Blumenfeld, who first attempted to adapt the poet in the
early 1980s but was unsatisfied
with the result.
"I was very drawn to him but
just wasn't ready to compose it,"
he said.
In 1995, while living in Cassis,
France, Blumenfeld began work
on "Vers Sataniques," finishing it
— he thought — two vears later.

Blumenfeld met Suben, who
specializes in recording American
works with Eastern European
orchestras in 2003, when the New
York City Opera debuted
Blumenfeld's "Borgia Infami,"
based on the infamously corrupt
Renaissance family.
"Joel was very enthusiastic, and
we began plotting to work together," Blumenfeld said.
In 2007, Blumenfeld returned to
"Vers Sataniques," revising it three
times before arriving at its present
form, while Suben enlisted the
National Radio Orchestra of
Poland. Recording was completed
in early November in the city of
Katowice.
"All the plane schedules and
train schedules — I was a nervous
wreck," Blumenfeld said. "We had
Donnie coming from Dresden and
Christine coming from Washington, D.C. But it all came off
beautifully."
Texts and translations of works
in French and German will be
projected on a large screen above
the performers.
"A Mixed Media Celebration" is
free and open to the public.
For more information, call
935-5566 or e-mail kschultz@
artsci.wustl.edu.
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the debate hall
BY LESLIE MCCARTHY

It's 7 p.m., an hour before millions of viewers will tune in to
watch the most anticipated vice
presidential debate in history
from Washington University, and
in Section B, Row 10 in the upper
bleachers of the Field House,
Gwen Leach, a senior anthropology-American culture studies
major in Arts & Sciences from
Columbus, Ohio, is taking her
seat after receiving a ticket in the
student lottery.
"It is so great to be here," she
said. "I wasn't sure I'd get inside."
But inside she is, along with
431 other students, campaign
workers, invited guests and select
members of the media who are
about to witness in person an
event that has captured the imagination of an entire nation — and
beyond.
The reason: to watch two
people who are about to debate in
a makeshift TV studio, each one
hoping to somehow convince the
American people that his or her
ticket is the one they should vote
for in five weeks.
Sen. Joe Biden and Gov. Sarah
Palin are somewhere in the building while the Field House buzz
begins. The stage is set, the flood
lights are on. The audience is
strolling in and taking their seats,
amid flashing cameras and the
familiar pose of amateur photographers holding the digital at a
half-arm's length.
It's debate night, and the excitement in the Field House is
palpable.
Up in Section B, students who
were strangers are talking like old
friends, predicting the outcome
and sharing in the excitement of _
being on the inside. "You can see
everything from up here," says
Kate Falahee, a second-year law
student from Ann Arbor, Mich.
"This is better than being on the
floor." A buzz rises from the floor
into Section B as the clock ticks
down. Then the lights go out.
It's the debate the audience has
come to see, and the first appearance belongs to the referee, debate

Brown Bag Seminar Series. "The Impact of
Childhood Health on Adult SES Outcomes."
Jim Smith, RAND Corp. Seigle Hall,
%Rm. 348. 935-4918.
4 p.m. Breast Cancer Research Group
Seminar Series. "Can we Lower Breast
Cancer Risk? Moving Biology + Intuition
into Population-based Approaches." Leslie
Bernstein, prof. & dir. of cancer etiology,
City of Hope. Center for Advanced Medicine,
Farrell Conference Room 2.454-8981.
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity &
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Advances in
the Treatment of Ventricular Tachycardia."
Timothy W. Smith, asst. prof, of medicine.
(5 p.m. reception.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.
935-7887.
6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Eugene J. Mackey, Jr. Memorial
Lecture. Richard J. Jackson, visiting prof.,
U. of Calif., Los Angeles. Co-sponsored by
the Center for Ethics and Human Values.
Steinberg Aud. 935-9300.

Tuesday, Oct. 21
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial
Palhogenesis Seminar Series. "A 'Surge'
in Genomic and Genetic Approaches to
Leishmania Virulence." Stephen Beverly,
prof, of molecular microbiology. Cori Aud.,
4565 McKinleyAve. 286-1123.
4 p.m. Assembly Series. Peggy Orenstein.
Graham Chapel. 935-5285.

Wednesday, Oct. 22
Noon. Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology
Lecture. Annual Wendell G. Scott Memorial
Lecture. "Quality Tsunami in American
Medicine: Role of Board Certification and
Maintenance of Certification." Gary J.
Becker, exec, dir, American Board of
Radiology. Scarpellino Aud., 510 S.
Kingshighway Blvd. 362-2866.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Seminar.
"Defective Receptor Signaling in Glioma."
Webster Cavenee, dir, Ludwig Inst, U. of
Calif., San Diego. South Bldg., Rm. 3907,
Philip Needleman Library. 454-8981.
5 p.m. Center for the Study of Ethics &
Human Values Lecture. Annual Daniel
Bisno Lecture on Ethics in Medicine. "Aging
and Retirement." Lazar Greenfield, FACS.
Co-sponsored by the Dept. of
Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences. Farrell

moderator Gwen Ifill. Ifill, who
broke her ankle two days earlier,
hobbles onto the stage and to her
desk in front of the podiums with
the help of two hefty WUSTL
football players. "By the way, I
fell," she says. "I wasn't pushed."
She turns in her chair to face
the audience and lays down the
rules in a clear, strong voice. If
she's in pain from her ankle she
gives no indication: No cell
phones, no shout outs, no applause. "Anything you would do at
the circus, don't do here."
Under her desk, a pillow for
her ankle had been placed by
student volunteers. And then a
few minutes of silence until...
The voice of NBC News
Political Director Chuck Todd in a
makeshift studio at the back of the
Field House is the first indication
the debate is about to start. It's
8 p.m. sharp, and the networks are
going live. Katie Couric follows a
few seconds later welcoming the
television audience to her network
in a hushed tone until Ifill says, in
a clear strong voice: "Good evening from Washington University
in St. Louis, Missouri."
Palin is wearing a black suit;
Biden a black suit with a light blue
tie. Earlier in the day at his dress
rehearsal, attended by the students
who were stand-ins for the candidates the day before, he asked
senior Julia Latash if she preferred
the dark blue tie or the light blue.
"The dark blue," she told him.
"But what do I know? Listen to
your wardrobe people."
Throughout the next 90 minutes they debated the economy,
climate change, carbon emissions,
same-sex marriage, an exit strategy in Iraq, diplomacy in Iran and
Pakistan, and the role of the vice
presidency. Both candidates listened intently and took notes on
legal pads while the other was
talking.
In the end, the students in
Section B thought both candidates
had done well, but many remained
undecided on how they would
vote. "It was a thrill just being
here," graduate student Ibrahim
Jimoh said.

Learning & Teaching Center, Connor Aud.
362-4418.
6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Hilman Curtis, principal & chief
creative officer, hilmancurtis inc. Steinberg
Aud. 935-9300.

And More

Satellite trucks — too many for one photo — settle in next to historic Francis Field, turning the west
side of campus into a media center. In all, 42 network and affiliate trucks were parked on campus.

Debate
- from Page 1
Illinois, faced off on myriad
issues ranging from the rights of
same-sex couples to climate
change.
While Palin lauded McCain as
someone who did not always
follow party lines, Biden repeatedly compared McCain to
President George W Bush.
Biden stated the need to create
a timeline for a pullout of U.S.
forces in Iraq, and Palin said it
was necessary to be satisfied with
nothing less than victory. Both
stressed their connection with the
common American.
"I think we need a little bit of
reality from Wasilla Main Street
... brought to Washington, DC,"
Palin said.
"Walk with me in my neighborhood, go back to my old
neighborhood in Claymont, an
old steel town, or go up to
Scranton with me," Biden said.
"These people know the middle
class has gotten the short end."
Although most watched the
debate live on television, 432
WUSTL students watched the
event unfold from inside the
Field House, winners of a ticket
lottery open to students at the
University.
Other students experienced the
debate at watch parties that were
held throughout the University
and beyond. Young alumni took

$28 for seniors, WUSTL faculty & staff, $20
for students & children. Edison Theatre.
935-6543.

Sports
Friday, Oct. 10

Wednesday, Oct. 15

5:15 p.m. Volleyball vs. Endicott College.
Washington University Invitational II.
WU Field House. 935-4705.

4 p.m. LGBT Student Involvement and
Leadership Coffee Hour. Danforth
University Center, Formal Lounge. 935-8029.

7:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. Williams College.
Washington University Invitational II.
WU Field House. 935-4705.

Music

10 a.m. Volleyball vs. Christopher
Newport U. Washington University
Invitational II. WU Field House. 935-4705.

Thursday, Oct. 9

1 p.m. Football vs. Wabash College. Francis
Field. 935-4705.

8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Paul DeMarinis,
saxophone and Debby Lennon, vocalist.
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

2:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. III. Wesleyan U.
Washington University Invitational II.
WU Field House. 935-4705.

Sunday, Oct. 12

Sunday, Oct. 12

3 p.m. Concert. Kingsbury Ensemble. Italian
Cantatas and Sonatas of G.F. Handel and
Antonio Caldara. Cost: $10. All Saints
Catholic Church, 6403 Clemens Ave.
935-5566.

11a.m. Women's Soccer vs. Emory U.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Saturday, Oct. 11

1:30 p.m. Men's Soccer vs. Emory U.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Monday, Oct. 13

Friday, Oct. 17

8 p.m. Concert. "A Mixed Media Celebration:
Harold Blumenfeld's Latest Works." Whitaker
Hall Aud. 935-5566.

5:30 p.m. Women's Soccer vs. New York U.
Francis Field. 935-4705.
7:30 p.m. Men's Soccer vs. New York U.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Wednesday, Oct. 15
8 p.m. Concert. Jazz Band. Ridgley Hall,
Holmes Lounge. 935-5566.

On Stage
Friday, Oct. 10
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. "Trey Mclntyre
Project." (Also 8 p.m. Oct. 11.) Cost: $32,

over Steinberg Hall, and more
alumni watched the candidates
clash in Brown Hall. The University
also hosted a debate-watch party
for the St. Louis community at the
560 Music Center.
But the campus community
didn't have to wait until the night
of the debate to experience the
excitement surrounding the event.
Many events and programs — including lectures, panel discussions,
a donkey-and-elephant cookie
contest and red vs. blue robot
boxing contests — were held in the
weeks leading up to the debate.
On debate day, CBS' "The Early
Show" broadcasted live from
Holmes Lounge and MSNBC's
"Hardball with Chris Matthews"
aired three live shows, including
one after the debate, outside of
Graham Chapel. Their crews were
among the approximately 3,100
credentialed media members to
visit WUSTL throughout the week.
The Media Filing Center — including the famous "Spin Alley"
— was the home of most media
members during debate week.
The filing center, ordinarily the
Recreational Gymnasium, flickered
with the lights of 70 televisions, and
70 rows of white tables providing a
place for media to take notes and
compose reports and stories.
Sen. Claire McCaskill of
Missouri, Sen. Joe Lieberman of
Connecticut and former New York
City mayor Rudy Giuliani, among
others, offered their opinions on
the debate to eager reporters and
cameramen in "Spin Alley."
The Rec Gym wasn't the only
area of the Athletic Complex that
served an unusual purpose as the
University hosted the debate.
Thirty athletics staff members
gave up their offices during the
days leading up to the debate.
Fourth-floor offices were used by
the CPD, while other offices were
taken over by stage crews, television networks and law enforcement officials.
The McWilliams Fitness Center
was home to campaign workers.
The racquetball courts housed
AT&T staffers installing electrical
lines — an estimated 8 miles of
cables was laid throughout campus
— and other campaign workers,
and the Intramural Field became
the Public Viewing area.
"Essentially every area was
different except for I.E. Millstone
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Pool," said Andrew Koch,
facility manager at the Athletic
Complex.
Though both athletic teams
and staff had to change their usual
routines — either by practicing in
other areas, playing road games
and working from home — the
extra effort required to host the
vice presidential debate was
worth it, Koch said.
"There seems to be a great
sense of pride among those on
campus of the reputation the
University has earned for the
work completed in previous
debates," Koch said. "It is an
honor to the city of St. Louis and
for students, faculty and staff to
have this opportunity to bring
such wonderful recognition to
Washington University."
In 1996, WUSTL was selected
as a presidential debate site, but
that event was canceled a week
prior.
More than 500 eager students,
faculty and staff volunteered to
help with the debate, and their
assignments ranged from assisting the CPD to providing hospitality for myriad special events on
campus, from distributing credentials to welcoming media to
campus.
Security was tight throughout
the week. Students, faculty and
staff were required to carry their
WUSTL IDs Oct. 1 and 2, and
those wishing to access the
Athletic Complex in the days
leading up to the debate needed
special credentials. Secret Service
agents patrolled the area, and a
secure perimeter was set up
around the Athletic Complex.
The vice presidential debate,
nearly a year in the making, was
hosted with the help of sponsors
AT&T, Emerson and Wachovia
Securities and the entire WUSTL
community.
"I am so proud of the team of
people who worked extremely
hard over the past year to ensure
the success of the vice presidential debate," said Rob Wild, assistant to the chancellor and chair of
the Debate Steering Committee.
"This was a lot of work, but it
reminded me of why Washington
University is such a wonderful
place — a place full of selfless,
talented, hard-working people
who care about each other, our
students and our University."
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Athletic Complex transformed into debate site
BY RYAN RHEA

The Athletic Complex has been
the site of many thrilling
sports contests, but Oct. 2, it
housed a different kind of
matchup.
As Sen. Joe Biden and Gov.
Sarah Palin squared off during the
2008 vice presidential debate, a
global audience looked on, and the
Athletic Complex's Field House
served as a studio space suited for
broadcasting this event around the
world.
Turning a gymnasium into a
studio-quality stage area in one
week is no small task. Many
University groups — the chancellor's office, facilities, maintenance,
capital projects, athletics and
others — as well as outside companies worked together to construct a debate stage, carpet the
area, add seats, hang drapery,
build six network camera platforms and meet various technical
requirements.
After months of planning, the
stage construction began Sept. 24
and was completed Sept. 29, after
which the Commission on
Presidential Debates (CPD) implemented its studio design, adding
the set, sound and lighting. The
rapid transformation of the Field
House was accomplished by more
than 50 planners and more than
100 workers.
WUSTL has hosted three presidential debates in the past — in
1992, 2000 and 2004 and prepared
for one in 1996 that was canceled
— and this experience certainly
played into this year's planning.
"After you've done it that many
times, you start to understand the
process fairly well," said Steve
Rackers, manager of capital projects and records in the Facilities
Planning Office, "so even though
it's chaotic, you start to understand the order of the chaos."
One important planning aspect
is keeping the temperature just
right for the candidates. As the
first-ever televised presidential
debate — between candidates John
F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon in
1960 — illustrated, appearance
can be crucial. The 1960 debate is
remembered for Nixon looking
pale and exhausted, compared
with Kennedy's tanned and confi-

By Oct. 1, the stage was completed, the lights were ready, the sound was checked, and the transformation of the Field House into a television studio was complete.
dent appearance.
Today, such media considerations are commonplace in politics, and neither candidate could
afford to appear uncomfortable or
be seen sweating during a debate.
Two additional air ducts were
constructed over the stage, the
open archways above the seating
area was closed off to seal the
temperatures in, and the area was
precooled.
"We run it down into the low
60s," Rackers said, "and you get all
the physical space as a holder of
the cooler temperature, so when
the heatload comes in — all the
people and all the lights create a
tremendous heatload — it will
remain under 65 degrees."
Another consideration is
acoustics. Sound typically reverberates in the gymnasium, but the
carpet and drapes, aside from
adding a touch of elegance, helped
absorb the sound. The air ducts
also were tweaked and tested so

there was no noise.
Additionally, the University
ensured that each campaign received the same amount of space
as the other, said John Schael,
director of athletics and member
of the Debate Steering Committee.
"Each candidate was set up in
the two basketball coaches' offices
that are on opposite sides of the
stage," Schael said. "The offices, as
well as the campaign workspace
and holding rooms, are identical
in square footage."
During the construction, the
hallways of the Athletic Complex
were strewn with wiring, pipes and
drapes, computer equipment, and
office chairs and tables. Inside the
stage area, two small mobile
cranes were used to help install the
additional cooling vents and much
of the drapery.
The CPD arrived at 6 a.m.
Sept. 29 from the University of
Mississippi with the set that had
been used for the presidential

debate the Friday before. By the
afternoon of Sept. 30, the set was
nearly complete, the lighting rigs
— with more than 100 studio
lights — were up, and the moderator's desk and lecterns were in
place.
That evening, the CPD installed the last elements of the
semicircular stage set, including
lit panels behind each candidate
that featured wording from the
Declaration of Independence,
which gave the stage a more
modern look than in years past.
The overall set design remained
simple to keep viewers' focus on
the candidates, not the backdrop.
The afternoons of Oct. 1 and
2 were used for checks, walkthroughs and any last-minute
tweaks before the Oct. 2 evening's debate.
Peter Eyre, senior adviser for
the CPD, said, "The people at
Washington University are great,
the school always goes above and

SU presidents engage fellow students, welcome candidates
BY TF.RRI NAPPIER

& & Imet one of my political heIroes (Bill Clinton) and the
President of the United States
(George H.W. Bush) in the same
day."
How many undergraduates can
claim such exposure to the nation's
highest political leaders?
To date, at least a few students
from Washington University can.
The host of three presidential
debates in 1992, 2000 and 2004
and now a vice presidential debate
in 2008, the University provided
four Student Union (SU) presidents the opportunities to meet
the candidates.
As SU president in 1992, Gregg
Walker, A.B. '94 (economics), now
vice president of mergers/acquisitions for Viacom, welcomed
Clinton and Bush to campus.
"It was one of the single most
exciting days of my life," Walker
said. "President Bush asked me
questions about my role as (SU)
president. He was prepared to chat
for a while, almost as if he were a
reporter conducting an interview.
"Gov. Clinton spoke to (me and
the others) at length. I told him
my family was rooting for him,
and he seemed genuinely excited
to hear that he had two votes in
Pennsylvania."
Walker, J.D., who earned a law

Brittany Perez addresses the
crowd before the debate.
degree from Yale University in
1997, described the experience as
uplifting and illuminating, humbling and exhilarating.
Meeting the candidates is a
definite bonus for SU presidents,
yet it is only one of the many
highlights during the preparation
and execution of a debate.
SU presidents also sit on the
University-wide debate planning
committee. In this capacity,

Michelle Purdy, A.B. '01 (educational studies), M.A. '03 (history),
as the 2000 SU president, gained
an insider's view of how different
University constituencies — administration, faculty, staff and
students — work together on such
a major event.
Purdy, who is pursuing a doctorate in educational studies at
Emory University, also spearheaded a series of SU-sponsored events
to get students involved; the year's
theme was "Our Concerns, Our
Voices, Our Votes."
The night of the event presents
special opportunities: giving welcoming remarks to those in the
debate hall on behalf of the student
body and watching the event live.
"I also had the time of my life
participating in a press conference
the day (before) the debate ... and
seeing students energized about
the event, whether they were in the
debate hall or not," Purdy said.
During each "debate season,"
SU presidents lead the charge to
raise political awareness and the
level of discourse on campus.
For David Adler, B.S.B.A. '06
(managerial economics and strategy), SU president in 2004, working with many student groups in
the "Educate Yourself" forum
series was memorable. Students
from across the political spectrum
brought relevant political speakers

to campus to discuss issues from
diverse viewpoints.
"Many people outside of the
University saw the debate as a
one-day event, but, in reality, it
represented several months of
planning and events," said Adler,
who works for Microsoft doing
strategy and mergers and acquisitions for its Online Services and
Windows Group. "It was inspiring
to see how such an event could
energize the student body and
encourage such high levels of
interest on relevant issues."
For the current SU president,
Brittany Perez, Arts & Sciences
Class of '09, being involved in the
only vice presidential debate of the
2008 election is monumental.
"I have become more attuned
to what is happening in our nation
and have a vested interest in getting other college students involved," Perez said.
A psychology and educational
studies double major, both in Arts
& Sciences, Perez said what she
has experienced during the debate
is only the beginning.
"I didn't think I would want to
further my time being involved in
government and policymaking,"
she said, "but after being a part of
Student Union and being engrossed in the issues, I can't help
but think my life might be headed
in that direction."

beyond to make sure the debate
goes smoothly, and the facilities
here are ideally suited for hosting
debates, so you can't ask for anything more."
Beyond transforming the
debate venue itself, two other
gyms in the Athletic Complex
were converted in order to house
the media.
The Recreational Gym became
both the Media Filing Center
(containing approximately 220
tables with electrical and communications outlets) and "Spin Alley,"
where pundits offered their views
of the debate immediately
afterwards.
Francis Gym, site of the 1904
Olympics, also offered workspaces
to C-SPAN and to various affiliate
network and television stations by
using drapery to separate each
area.
In addition, office space and
classrooms throughout the building were temporarily designated
to the CPD and to five major
networks. Outside, 45 exterior live
stand-up positions were constructed for TV interviews.
A unique factor in this year's
vice presidential debate was the
public and media's fascination
with Palin, and approximately
3,100 media members were credentialed for the debate.
The influx of media required
that additional trucks and generators be parked on the practice
field, and more than three miles of
network cabling was run to accommodate wireless devices.
Schael praised the multifaceted
effort of the entire University
community in preparing for such
an event.
"When it comes to hosting
debates, Washington University
has the ingredients of a championship team — experience, talent,
teamwork, leadership and a tradition that has an elevating power of
its own," he said.

DEBATE BY
THE NUMBERS
Fun facts and numbers that
indicate the magnitude of the
debate:
More than 73 million
viewers tuned in to watch the
vice presidential debate.
Approximately 3,100 media
requested credentials.
' 7 networks and many
international media outlets
were on campus.
* 42 network and affiliate
trucks were parked on
campus providing office
space, satellite feeds and
power.
* 8 miles of electrical cable
was laid throughout the
complex.
* 5,000 feet of chain link
fence secured the perimeter
of the Athletic Complex.
4 "cellular on wheels''
(COWs) were erected on
campus. COWs are
self-contained trailers with
towers used to provide
expanded cellular network
coverage and capacity.
7,942 students entered the
2008 debate ticket lottery
and a record 432 students
got tickets.

